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others. But in 454, at the request of the Emperor Valentinian, Generic
allowed the Catholics to choose a bishop of Carthage, and St Deogratias
was raised to that dignity, who died soon after Genseric was returned from
the plunder of Rome. The persecution growing hotter, many suffered
torments for the faith, and several received the crown of martyrdom. The
Arians, by a sacrilege never before heard of, made themselves shirts and
breeches of the altar-cloths, and at Tinuzuda spilt and scattered the body
and blood of Christ on the pavement. Catholics being by an edict dis-
qualified for bearing any office in the government, Armogastes, a nobleman
who held an honourable post in the household of Theodoric, the king*s
son, was condemned by the tyrant to keep cattle. Genseric dying after a,
reign of thirty-seven years, was succeeded by his son Huneric, a more
barbarous persecutor than his father had ever been.

The episcopal see of Carthage had remained vacant twenty-four years
when, in 481, Huneric permitted the Catholics on certain conditions to
choose one who should fill it. The people, impatient to enjoy the comfort
of a pastor, pitched upon Eugenius, a citizen of Carthage, eminent for
his learning, zeal, piety, and prudence; and such was his deportment in
this dignity that he was venerable to the very heretics, and so dear to the
Catholics that everyone of them would have thought it a happiness to lay
down his life for him. His charities to the distressed were excessive,
especially considering his poverty. But he always found resources for
their necessities in the hearts of his people; and he refused himself every-
thing that he might give all to the poor. When others put him in mind
that he ought to reserve something for his own necessaries, his answer was;
" If the good pastor must lay down his life for his flock, can it be excusable
for me to be solicitous for the necessities of my body? " He fasted every
day, and often allowed himself only a most slender evening refection of
bread and water. His virtue gained him the respect and esteem even of
the Arians; but at length envy and blind zeal got the ascendant in their
breasts, and the king sent him an order never to sit in the episcopal throne,
preach to the people, or admit into his chapel any Vandals, among whom
several were Catholics. The saint boldly answered the messenger that
the laws of God commanded him not to shut the door of his church to
any that desired to serve him in it. Huneric, enraged at this answer,
persecuted the Catholics many ways, especially the Vandals who had
embraced the faith. He commanded guards to be placed at the doors of
the Catholic churches, who when they saw any man or woman going in
clothed in the habit of the Vandals, struck them on the head with short
staffs jagged and indented, which being twisted into their hair, and drawn
back with great violence, tore off the hair and skin together. Some test
their eyes by this means, and others died with the extreme pain; but maay
lived a long time after. Women, with their heads flayed in this manor,